What does a smoke alarm do?

A smoke alarm senses smoke in the home and alerts the people with a loud beep of a fire so they can get out of the house safely.

What brand should I buy?


Look for the SSL label on the package when you buy a smoke alarm to make sure the brand you buy meets the Australian Standards.



[Show SSL label and Australian Standards]

What types are there?


A hard-wired alarm needs to be installed by an electrician, but gives your home the most protection.  There are also smoke alarms which come with batteries and aren't hard-wired. 
You can buy either ionisation or photoelectric.  Both types will work the same.  
There are also smoke alarms with an emergency light and smoke alarms for people with poor hearing.

How much do they cost?


$10 - $20 will buy a good smoke alarm.

Where can I buy them?

· Department Stores

· Hardware Stores 

· Electrical Retailers

· Fire Protection Companies

How many smoke alarms should I buy?  Where should I put them?


You should have at least one alarm for each floor in your house.  In addition, it is recommended that you have one smoke alarm in each bedroom.  See picture below for places to put your smoke alarms:
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How often should I change the battery?


The battery should be changedonce a year 
or sooner.  You can test to see if your smoke alarm is working by pressing the test button.  If no sound is made when you press the test button, change the battery and press the button again to make sure it works..
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Why does my smoke alarm beep every minute?


If your alarm is sounding short beeps every minute or so, it means the battery needs to be changed.
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What should I do if my smoke alarm goes off every time I cook?


If your alarm is in the kitchen, make sure it is a photoelectric-type detector, or move it away from where you cook.

How else do I need to take care of my smoke alarm?


Vacuum the smoke alarm to remove the dust.
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Can I paint my smoke alarm?


No, smoke alarms may not work correctly if they are painted.






�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I’m not sure you want to say this.  In the US most people are pushing hard wired.  The problem with dead or missing batteries is becoming a significant issue.  I wonder if SSL has any concerns about a manual like this and potential liability.  For example, “I did what SSL said and bought a battery operated detector, but didn’t realize the problems associated with replacing the battery….that’s why the detector failed to operate during the fire and why I died”.Mahmut recommends using hard-wired when there is more than one alarm in the house.  Fortunately, since hard-wired are installed by electricians, and they include batteries that require consumer maintenance, this does not affect the rest of our manual text by much.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Where did you get this idea?  Certainly in the rest of the world it is once a year.  Although there are now detectors with 3 year battery life.  We usually pick a holiday, fire prevention week, Christmas, etc., and tell people to replace the battery then.  I do it on my birthday!We spoke to Mahmut and he confirmed that once a year is the proper frequency for changing a battery.  When Daylight Saving starts is the recommended time; we must've misunderstood and thought it was also when DS ends that the battery should be checked.





